
T
itle: N

ew
 W

ineskins  
 

 “In tim
es past G

od
 spoke th

rough
 th

e proph
ets…

 in th
ese  

 
 

 
 

  last d
ays th

rough
 H

is S
on.”  (H

eb
rew

s 1:1) 

 L
uke 5

:3
6
-3

9
 (3

6
) A

nd
 h

e spake also a parab
le unto th

em
; N

o m
an putteth

 a piece of a new
 

garm
ent upon an old

; if oth
erw

ise, th
en b

oth
 th

e new
 m

aketh
 a rent, and

 th
e piece th

at w
as 

taken out of th
e new

 agreeth
 not w

ith
 th

e old
. (3

7
) A

nd
 no m

an putteth
 new

 w
ine into old

 

b
ottles; else th

e new
 w

ine w
ill b

urst th
e b

ottles, and
 b

e spilled
, and

 th
e b

ottles sh
all perish

. 

(3
8
) B

ut new
 w

ine m
ust b

e put into new
 b

ottles; and
 b

oth
 are preserved

. (K
J
V
) 

 Introd
uction: 

 W
h
at w

as situation w
as J

esus ad
d
ressing w

h
en H

e told
 th

ese four parab
les? 

 J
esus tells th

ese four parab
les in response to tw

o questions.  In M
atth

ew
 9

:9
 J

esus calls 

M
ath

ew
 to b

e a d
isciple (“com

e follow
 m

e”), and
 th

e B
ib

le tells us th
at M

atth
ew

 got up and
 

follow
ed

 H
im

. M
atth

ew
 w

as very ex
cited

 ab
out J

esus calling h
im

.  H
e w

anted
 h

is friend
s to 

m
eet J

esus and
 ex

perience th
e sam

e th
ing. H

e th
rew

 a feast to celeb
rate and

 invited
 all h

is 

old
 friend

s to com
e and

 m
eet J

esus. T
h
e B

ib
le th

en states th
at J

esus w
as h

aving d
inner 

w
ith

 oth
er tax

 collectors and
 sinners at M

atth
ew

’s h
ouse w

h
en th

e Ph
arisees asked

, “W
h
y
 

d
oe

s y
our te

a
ch

e
r e

a
t w

ith
 ta

x
 colle

ctors a
nd

 sinne
rs?

 

 O
n h

earing th
is question J

esus respond
s b

y stating th
at h

e d
id

 not com
e to th

e h
ealth

y 

(self-righ
teousness) b

ut to th
e sick (sinners).  S

ickness is a picture of sin. H
e said

 th
at H

e 

d
id

 not com
e to call th

e righ
teous b

ut sinners to repentance. T
h
ose w

h
o suppose th

eir souls 

to b
e w

ith
out d

isease w
ill not w

elcom
e th

e spiritual Ph
ysician. T

h
is w

as th
e case w

ith
 th

e 

Ph
arisees; th

ey d
espised

 C
h
rist, b

ecause th
ey th

ough
t th

em
selves w

h
ole; b

ut th
e poor 

pub
licans and

 sinners felt th
at th

ey w
anted

 instruction and
 h

ealing forgiveness.  J
esus w

as 

trying to tell th
e Ph

arisees th
at none w

ere righ
teous (R

om
 3

:10
) not even th

em
, yet th

ey d
id

 

not h
ear (und

erstand
).  T

h
ere are tw

o types of patients th
at J

esus cannot h
eal. T

h
ey are 

th
e ones w

h
o w

ill not agree th
at th

ey are sick and
 th

ose w
h
o w

ill not trust H
im

 for th
e cure. 

J
esus th

en tells H
is h

earers, “go and
 learn” w

h
at it m

eans w
h
en H

e says “I d
esire m

ercy and
 

not sacrifice.” 

 T
h
ese com

plaints can ab
out b

ecause th
e Ph

arisees and
 scrib

es h
ad

 a m
isund

erstand
ing ab

out 

h
ow

 G
od

 view
ed

 sinners. T
h
e Ph

arisees and
 scrib

es b
elieved

 th
at G

od
 h

ated
 th

e sinners and
 

pub
licans and

 th
erefore w

ould
 h

ave noth
ing to d

o w
ith

 th
em

. T
h
rough

out J
esus' m

inistry on 

earth
, H

e keeps stating th
at H

e cam
e to seek and

 save th
e lost.  In oth

er w
ord

s th
e 

spiritual sick are th
e ones th

at need
 a ph

ysician.  

 A
noth

er m
isund

erstand
ing w

as th
at th

e Ph
arisees and

 scrib
es b

elieved
 th

at th
e people w

h
o 

h
ad

 w
ealth

 w
ere b

eing b
lessed

 b
y G

od
 b

ecause of th
eir righ

teousness. B
y fellow

sh
ipping and

 

reach
ing out th

e sinner and
 poor, J

esus w
ere trying to sh

ow
 th

em
 th

at G
od

 loved
 everyone 

includ
ing sinners and

 th
at w

orld
ly b

lessings w
ere not d

irectly tied
 to ones righ

teousness. 

 T
h
en J

oh
n’s d

isciples ask H
im

, “H
ow

 is it th
a
t w

e
 a
nd

 th
e
 Ph

a
rise

e
s fa

st, b
ut y

our 

d
isciple

s d
o not fa

st?
”   T

h
en J

esus answ
ers J

oh
n’s d

isciples w
ith

 th
e sam

e th
ree parab

les 

(parab
olic ex

pressions) in M
atth

ew
 (9

:15
-17

), M
ark (2

:19
-2

2
), and

 L
uke (5

:3
4
-3

8
) and

 th
en 

in L
uke ad

d
s a four parab

le, “A
nd

 no one after d
rinking old

 w
ine w

ants th
e new

 for h
e says 

th
e old

 is b
etter.”   I b

elieve th
at all four of th

ese parab
les are an answ

er to th
e tw

o 

questions: 

 “W
h
y
 d

oe
s y

our te
a
ch

e
r e

a
t w

ith
 T

a
x
 colle

ctors” a
nd

 ““H
ow

 is it th
a
t w

e
 a
nd

 th
e
 

Ph
a
rise

e
s fa

st, b
ut y

our d
isciple

s d
o not fa

st?
”   

   

In fact J
esus respond

s w
ith

 four parab
les to ad

d
ress th

ese tw
o questions.  A

s w
e stud

y th
e 

parab
les w

e w
ill see th

at it is not uncom
m

on for J
esus to use m

ore th
an one parab

le to 

ad
d
ress a situation, attitud

e, or question.  It is no d
ifferent w

h
en w

e use m
ore th

an one 

illustration trying to com
m

unicate a point. 

 T
h
e B

ib
le tells us th

at J
oh

n w
as th

e last of th
e O

ld
 C

ovenant proph
ets.  H

eb
rew

s 1:1 states, 

“th
at in tim

es past G
od

 spoke th
rough

 proph
ets, b

ut now
 in th

ese last d
ays G

od
 w

as speaking 

th
rough

 H
is S

on J
esus.”  J

esus also tells us in L
uke 2

2
:2

0
 w

h
en H

e initiated
 th

e L
ord

’s 

supper, “th
is cup is th

e N
ew

 C
ovenant, w

h
ich

 is m
y b

lood
 sh

ed
 for you.”  In th

ese four 

parab
les w

e see th
at J

esus is th
e B

rid
egroom

!  H
e is th

e new
 w

ine! 

 T
h
ese four parab

les also ex
plain H

is m
ission of estab

lish
ing th

e “kingd
om

 of H
eaven”.  In 

th
ese four parab

olic ex
pressions w

e see th
e gospel unfold

. It is as if J
esus m

ad
e a sand

w
ich

 

w
ith

 th
ese parab

les. T
h
e first parab

le is ab
out is th

e proph
ecy of b

oth
 h

is going to th
e 

cross (taken aw
ay) and

 of H
is return (b

rid
egroom

) (fulfillm
ent of O

ld
 T

estam
ent).  T

h
e last 

parab
le is ab

out H
is reject b

y th
e J

ew
s.  T

h
e m

id
d
le tw

o, N
ew

 W
ineskins and

 N
ew

 C
loth

 are 

ab
out th

e (new
) K

ingd
om

 H
e h

as com
e to estab

lish
 (th

e ch
urch

 age).  T
h
e O

ld
 W

ineskins and
 

O
ld

 C
loth

 represent th
e O

ld
 C

ovenant.  

 T
h
ese four parab

les are alm
ost like a sand

w
ich

, th
e m

eat (N
ew

 C
ovenant) b

eing th
e m

id
d
le 

tw
o parab

les surround
ed

 b
y th

e proph
ecy of H

is com
ing and

 th
e rejection b

y th
e J

ew
s. 

 T
h
e first parab

le ab
out b

rid
egroom

 proclaim
s th

at th
e M

essiah
 is h

ere. T
h
e nex

t tw
o 

parab
les reveal w

h
at th

e M
essiah

 w
as to d

o.  J
esus w

as going to d
o aw

ay w
ith

 th
e old

 

system
 and

 replace it w
ith

 som
eth

ing new
, som

eth
ing b

etter. T
h
e old

 system
 cannot contain 

it.  Y
et since G

od
 is all know

ing th
e fourth

 parab
le of th

e O
ld

 W
ine sh

ow
s th

at th
e J

ew
s 

w
ould

 prefer th
e O

ld
 and

 reject C
h
rist. 

 J
esus used

 im
ages fam

iliar to h
is aud

ience, one of patch
ing cloth

es and
 th

e oth
er of m

aking 

w
ine.   In J

esus' tim
es, w

ine w
as stored

 in w
ineskins, not b

ottles. W
ineskins w

ere actually 

th
e skins of sh

eep and
 goats th

at w
ere sew

n togeth
er ex

cept at th
e neck, w

h
ich

 served
 as 

th
e neck of th

e container. T
h
e skins w

ere filled
, and

 th
e neck th

en sew
n closed

.  N
ew

 w
ine 

poured
 into skins w

as still ferm
enting w

h
ich

 prod
uces gas (carb

on d
iox

id
e).  T

h
e gases 

ex
erted

 gave pressure.  N
ew

 w
ineskins w

ere elastic enough
 to take th

e pressure, b
ut old

 

w
ine skins easily b

urst b
ecause th

ey w
ere h

ard
. O

ld
 skins w

ould
 not w

ork, since th
ey h

ad
 

alread
y b

een stretch
ed

 and
 w

ere no longer elastic.  T
h
erefore one m

ust use new
 w

ineskins 

for new
 w

ine.  

 



In th
ese tw

o sh
ort parab

les J
esus is rem

ind
ing us of rules of com

m
on sense. If N

ew
 C

loth
 is 

used
 to repair an O

ld
 G

arm
ent, th

e new
 patch

 tries to sh
rink w

h
en w

ash
ed

 w
h
ile th

e old
 

garm
ent w

ill not sh
rink; th

erefore th
e new

 patch
 w

ill tear aw
ay from

 th
e old

 garm
ent.  

 T
h
e people of J

esus d
ay w

ere also very fam
iliar w

ith
 th

e fact th
at new

 cloth
 sh

rank and
 

w
ould

 pull aw
ay w

h
en w

ash
ed

 if it w
as sow

ed
 to an old

 garm
ent.   I h

ave no ex
perience w

ith
 

m
aking w

ine, b
ut I und

erstand
 pressure ex

erted
 b

y a gas.  W
e h

ave all seen a b
alloon 

stretch
 as it is b

eing inflated
 and

 som
etim

es one w
ill b

urst und
er th

e pressure as it inflates.   

B
ut I d

o h
ave first h

and
 know

led
ge of cloth

es b
eing patch

ed
. A

s a young person I som
etim

es 

w
ore patch

ed
 cloth

es and
 I h

ave seen new
 patch

es pull aw
ay as th

ey are w
ash

ed
 and

 th
e 

fab
ric sh

rinks. 

 In B
ib

lical tim
es, w

ine w
as put in w

ineskins (leath
er b

ottles). T
h
ese new

 w
ineskins could

 

ex
pand

 as th
e w

ine ferm
ented

 and
 gave of gas. O

ld
 w

ineskins th
at h

e previously stretch
ed

 

and
 d

ried
 could

 no longer stretch
 and

 w
ould

 b
urst as th

e w
ine ferm

ented
.  T

h
e sam

e concept 

h
old

s true for a patch
 of new

 cloth
 on an old

 garm
ent. T

h
e new

 cloth
 w

ould
 sh

rink w
h
en 

w
ash

ed
 tearing th

e garm
ent even furth

er.  

 J
esus tells th

ese parab
les as analogies to teach

 th
at th

e gospel of C
h
rist (N

ew
 C

ovenant) is 

rad
ical, life ch

anging, and
 d

em
and

s certain ch
anges in th

e w
ay m

an approach
es G

od
.  F

or 

ex
am

ple J
esus tells N

icod
em

us th
at one m

ust b
e “b

orn again” to enter th
e kingd

om
.  T

h
e B

ib
le 

also tells us in 2
 C

orinth
ians 5

:17
, “If anyone b

elongs to C
h
rist, h

e is a new
 creature, old

 

th
ings h

ave passed
 aw

ay, b
eh

old
 all th

ings are new
.”  In R

om
ans 12

:1-2
 th

e B
ib

le tells us th
at 

w
e are to offer ourselves as a living sacrifice. T

h
at w

e are not to b
e conform

ed
 to th

is 

w
orld

 b
ut b

e transform
ed

 into th
e im

age of C
h
rist. 

 W
h
at d

id
 J

esus m
ean b

y th
is com

parison? W
h
at are th

e old
 garm

ent and
 th

e new
 garm

ent 

sym
b
olizing? W

h
at are th

e new
 w

ine and
 th

e old
 w

ineskins sym
b
olizing? T

h
e old

 garm
ent and

 

old
 w

ineskin are J
ud

aism
 (O

ld
 C

ovenant). T
h
e new

 garm
ent and

 new
 w

ine are C
h
ristianity 

(N
ew

 C
ovenant). J

esus d
id

 not com
e into m

y life to patch
 up th

e old
 m

an and
 just give m

e a 

new
 lifestyle. H

e cam
e to give m

e a w
h
ole new

 life. H
e cam

e to give m
e a new

 w
ay to 

approach
 G

od
.  M

an no longer h
ad

 to approach
 G

od
 th

rough
 a Priest and

 offer a sacrifice.  

A
fter J

esus d
eath

 th
e B

ib
le tells us th

e veil b
etw

een th
e H

oly and
 H

oly of H
olies w

as 

ripped
. B

elievers now
 h

ad
 d

irect access to G
od

 th
e fath

er.  

 T
h
e J

ew
ish

 lead
ers (Ph

arisees and
 scrib

es) w
ere like old

 w
ineskins; th

ey w
ere h

ard
ened

 b
y 

centuries of rituals and
 trad

itions.  J
esus tells th

em
 in L

uke 7
:9

 th
at th

ey ignore th
e 

com
m

and
s of G

od
 w

h
ile follow

ing th
eir ow

n trad
itions.   

 J
esus' sacrifice, h

is d
eath

 on th
e cross, d

oes aw
ay  (com

pletes / fulfills) w
ith

 th
e O

ld
 

T
estam

ent sacrificial system
. T

h
e sacrifice of anim

als in th
e O

ld
 T

estam
ent w

as a type of 

th
e real sacrifice of J

esus. T
h
e com

parison of th
e O

ld
 and

 N
ew

 is a com
parison of th

e O
ld

 

and
 N

ew
 C

ovenant Period
.  T

h
is is a com

parison of Israel to th
e C

h
urch

, etc. 

 “D
o not th

ink th
at I h

ave com
e to ab

olish
 th

e L
aw

 or th
e Proph

ets; I h
ave not com

e to 

ab
olish

 th
em

 b
ut to fulfill th

em
.  I tell you th

e truth
, until h

eaven and
 earth

 d
isappear, not 

th
e sm

allest letter, th
e least stroke of a pen, w

ill b
y any m

eans d
isappear from

 th
e L

aw
 until 

everyth
ing is accom

plish
ed

. (M
atth

ew
   5

:17
-18

,   N
I V

). 

 J
esus fulfilled

 over 3
0
0
 O

ld
 T

estam
ent proph

ecies. In fact, m
uch

 of th
e O

ld
 T

estam
ent h

as 

b
een fulfilled

, and
 is fittingly d

escrib
ed

 as th
e "old

 garm
ent."   M

uch
 of th

e O
ld

 C
ovenant is 

a type of th
e N

ew
 C

ovenant.   F
or ex

am
ple, th

e sacrificial system
 of th

e O
ld

 C
ovenant is a 

type of J
esus' one sacrifice for th

e sins of th
e w

orld
.   J

esus d
ied

 on th
e cross for our 

salvation and
 for th

e salvation of th
e O

ld
 T

estam
ent saints.  N

o one can save h
im

self or 

keep h
im

self saved
. T

h
e O

ld
 T

estam
ent saints w

ere m
ad

e righ
teous or J

ustified
 b

y F
aith

, 

th
e sam

e w
ay people are justified

 tod
ay.  T

h
e B

ib
le teach

es th
at th

e original intent of th
e 

L
aw

 w
as to point one to C

h
rist. 

 L
et us respect b

oth
 th

e O
ld

 T
estam

ent and
 th

e N
ew

 T
estam

ent.  N
oth

ing G
od

 d
oes is 

faulty.  T
h
e fault (perceived

 fault) w
as w

ith
 Israel, not th

e O
ld

 C
ovenant.  T

h
ey d

id
 not 

und
erstand

 or ob
ey.  G

od
 w

as patient and
 gave th

em
 a fuller revelation.  T

h
e O

ld
 covenant 

could
 b

e consid
ered

 a type, sh
ad

ow
, or pattern of th

e real.  J
esus w

as/is th
e real.  E

very 

th
ing in th

e O
ld

 pointed
/prom

ised
 th

e M
essiah

! H
ow

ever, w
e m

ust carefully interpret th
e 

O
ld

 T
estam

ent in th
e ligh

t of N
ew

 T
estam

ent teach
ings.    J

esus, w
h
o inspired

 b
oth

 th
e O

ld
 

and
 N

ew
 T

estam
ents, is th

e key to interpreting b
oth

. 

 In th
ese parab

les w
e see H

is presence, H
is purpose and

 H
is position (eith

er accepted
 of 

rejected
).  J

esus is th
e N

ew
 W

ine. T
h
ose w

h
o reject H

im
 fulfil th

e proph
ecy sh

ow
n in th

e 

last of th
ese four parab

les. T
h
ose w

h
o taste of th

e w
ine w

ill prefer it to th
e new

. J
esus is 

foretelling th
at th

e J
ew

s w
ould

 reject th
e new

 covenant and
 prefer th

e old
.    

  I. 
H

is presence -  H
is first com

ing as a suffering servant – not earth
ly king 

 

N
o one w

ill fast w
h
ile B

rid
egroom

 is w
ith

 th
em

. Y
ou fast after H

e is taken aw
ay. 

 T
h
e d

isciples of J
oh

n th
e B

aptist w
ere upset w

ith
 J

esus' d
isciples b

ecause th
ey d

id
 not 

fast.  F
asting w

as one of th
e th

ree m
ost im

portant religious d
uties, along w

ith
 prayer and

  

alm
sgiving. W

h
en asked

 w
h
y H

is d
isciples d

id
 not fast, J

esus gave a sim
ple ex

planation th
at 

th
ere's a tim

e for fasting and
 a tim

e for feasting (or celeb
rating). J

esus said
 th

at you d
id

 

not fast at a w
ed

d
ing party. A

 w
ed

d
ing is a tim

e of rejoicing and
 celeb

ration. M
arriage 

starts w
ith

 love and
 end

s in joy. T
o w

alk as a d
isciple w

ith
 J

esus is to ex
perience a w

h
ole 

new
 joy of relationsh

ip akin to th
e joy of th

e w
ed

d
ing party in celeb

rating w
ith

 th
e groom

 

and
 b

rid
e th

eir w
ed

d
ing b

liss. A
 w

ed
d
ing w

as a tim
e of joy and

 celeb
ration. Y

ou could
 fast 

after th
e w

ed
d
ing.  M

arriage is a love relationsh
ip and

 so is salvation. T
h
ey b

oth
 start w

ith
 

love and
 end

 in com
m

itm
ent (I w

ill). T
h
e C

h
ristians’ life sh

ould
 b

e like a w
ed

d
ing party and

 

not like a funeral.  

 B
ut th

en J
esus goes on to ex

pose th
e tw

o-fold
 nature of H

is com
ing. In th

is sh
ort parab

le 

th
ere is reference to H

im
 b

eing th
e M

essiah
, H

is d
eath

, and
 H

is 2
nd com

ing.  T
h
is is a split 

proph
ecy.  If w

e look closely w
e can see th

e split nature of m
any of th

e proph
ecies of th

e 

com
ing M

essiah
.  A

 period
 is b

etw
een th

e first and
 2

nd com
ing is th

e ch
urch

 age (th
e 



kingd
om

 of G
od

) w
h
ich

 is part of th
e m

ystery th
at h

as b
een concealed

. D
uring th

is ch
urch

 

(after h
e is taken) th

ere is a place for fasting! 

 J
esus w

as pointing out to J
oh

n’s d
isciples th

at H
e w

as th
e prom

ised
 M

essiah
 (th

e 

b
rid

egroom
). S

o w
h
ile H

e w
as w

ith
 H

is d
isciples w

as a tim
e of celeb

ration, b
ut a tim

e w
ould

 

com
e (w

h
en H

e w
ould

 b
e taken). T

h
en w

ould
 b

e th
e tim

e of fasting.  

 B
ut th

ere also com
es a tim

e w
h
en th

e L
ord

's d
isciples m

ust b
ear th

e cross of affliction and
 

purification.  F
or th

e d
isciple th

ere is b
oth

 a tim
e for rejoicing in th

e L
ord

's presence and
 

celeb
rating h

is good
ness and

 a tim
e for seeking th

e L
ord

 w
ith

 h
um

ility and
 fasting and

 for 

m
ourning over sin.  D

o you take joy in th
e L

ord
's presence w

ith
 you and

 d
o you ex

press 

sorrow
 and

 contrition for your sins?  T
h
ere w

ill b
e tim

es like D
avid

 w
h
ere w

e m
ust ex

press 

sorrow
 and

 contrition for your sins. F
asting w

as one a very im
portant part of th

e J
ew

ish
 

religion. It w
as one of th

e th
ree m

ost im
portant religious d

uties, along w
ith

 prayer and
 

alm
sgiving. 

  T
h
is is a picture of C

h
rist’s th

ree year earth
ly m

inistry and
 th

en H
is b

eing taken to th
e 

cross (taken).  It is also a picture of H
is return as th

e B
rid

egroom
 for th

e C
h
urch

 (2
nd 

com
ing). 

 C
h
rist cam

e for no oth
er reason th

an to b
ring G

od
's kingd

om
 to m

en. H
is very first pub

lic 

w
ord

s are ex
actly th

ose of h
is forerunner, J

oh
n th

e B
aptist:  "R

epent for th
e kingd

om
 of 

h
eaven is at h

and
" (M

t 3
:2

, 4
:17

).  
 In L

uke 4
:18

-19
 w

e see J
esus referencing w

h
y H

e cam
e.  H

e quotes from
 Isaiah

 6
1:1-3

.  B
ut 

notice th
at J

esus stops in m
id

 verse of Isaiah
 6

1:2
. H

e d
oes not m

ention th
e d

ay of w
rath

. 

T
h
is is a split proph

ecy.  In oth
er w

ord
s th

ere are tw
o com

ings of C
h
rist. O

ne as th
e 

suffering savior for our sins, th
e oth

er as king of K
ings, and

 L
ord

 of L
ord

s!  T
h
e J

ew
s 

m
issed

 H
is first com

ing, H
is role, as suffering S

avior is th
eir stum

b
ling b

lock.  T
h
ey refuse 

to acknow
led

ge th
eir need

 for a savior a sub
stitute.  T

h
ey feel th

ey can earn th
eir salvation. 

 H
is w

ork w
as finish

ed
 on th

e cross. H
e tells th

e d
isciples th

at h
e m

ust go aw
ay and

 H
e w

ould
 

send
 a com

forter. T
h
is com

forter w
ould

 lead
 th

em
 to all truth

.  A
s H

e told
 N

icod
em

us in 

J
oh

n ch
apter th

ree w
e m

ust b
e “b

orn again”.  T
h
is is w

h
at h

appened
 at Pentecost.  T

h
e H

oly 

S
pirit cam

e and
 th

e ch
urch

 age (th
e kingd

om
) w

as initiated
. T

h
is age w

ill b
e com

pleted
 w

h
en 

C
h
rist com

es again. 
 H

e w
ants our m

ind
s and

 h
earts to b

e like th
e new

 w
ineskins, open and

 read
y to receive th

e 

new
 w

ine of th
e H

oly S
pirit.  A

re you eager to grow
 in th

e know
led

ge and
 und

erstand
ing of 

G
od

's w
ord

 and
 plan for your life?  

 T
h
is new

 w
ine (N

ew
 C

ovenant) is m
entioned

 in J
erem

iah
 3

1: 

 J
erem

iah
 3

1:3
1-3

4
  (3

1) B
eh

old
, th

e d
ays com

e, saith
 th

e L
O

R
D
, th

at I w
ill m

ake a new
 

covenant w
ith

 th
e h

ouse of Israel, and
 w

ith
 th

e h
ouse of J

ud
ah

: (3
2
) N

ot accord
ing to th

e 

covenant th
at I m

ad
e w

ith
 th

eir fath
ers in th

e d
ay th

at I took th
em

 b
y th

e h
and

 to b
ring 

th
em

 out of th
e land

 of E
gypt; w

h
ich

 m
y covenant th

ey b
rake, alth

ough
 I w

as an h
usb

and
 

unto th
em

, saith
 th

e L
O

R
D
: (3

3
) B

ut th
is sh

all b
e th

e covenant th
at I w

ill m
ake w

ith
 th

e 

h
ouse of Israel; A

fter th
ose d

ays, saith
 th

e L
O

R
D
, I w

ill put m
y law

 in th
eir inw

ard
 parts, 

and
 w

rite it in th
eir h

earts; and
 w

ill b
e th

eir G
od

, and
 th

ey sh
all b

e m
y people. (3

4
) A

nd
 th

ey 

sh
all teach

 no m
ore every m

an h
is neigh

b
our, and

 every m
an h

is b
roth

er, saying, K
now

 th
e 

L
O

R
D
: for th

ey sh
all all know

 m
e, from

 th
e least of th

em
 unto th

e greatest of th
em

, saith
 

th
e L

O
R
D
: for I w

ill forgive th
eir iniquity, and

 I w
ill rem

em
b
er th

eir sin no m
ore. (K

J
V
) 

 In H
eb

rew
s ch

apter 8
 w

e see th
e w

riter of H
eb

rew
s sh

ow
ing th

at th
e O

ld
 C

ovenant w
as a 

copy, sh
ad

ow
, ex

am
ple, or pattern for th

e N
ew

.  C
h
rist is th

e N
ew

. T
h
e O

ld
 foretold

 of H
is 

com
ing!  H

e is th
e “b

etter prom
ise”, th

e “b
etter covenant” (H

eb
 8

:6
).  T

h
e O

ld
 C

ovenant w
as 

replaced
 b

ecause th
e J

ew
s w

ere not faith
ful to it (H

eb
 8

:9
).  In G

od
’s patient H

e sent a 

com
plete revelation, J

esus H
im

self, th
e prom

ised
 M

essiah
!    

 H
eb

rew
s 1:1 states th

at in tim
es past G

od
 spoke th

rough
 proph

ets, b
ut now

 H
e w

as speaking 

th
rough

 H
is S

on J
esus C

h
rist.  J

esus w
as th

at “L
am

b
” slain b

efore th
e found

ation of th
e 

w
orld

 to reconcile m
an b

ack to G
od

. H
e w

as th
e fulfillm

ent of th
e O

ld
 T

estam
ent prom

ises 

of a red
eem

er.  C
h
rist is th

e new
 covenant! 

 T
h
e L

ord
’s supper in L

uke 2
2
:2

0
 is anoth

er w
ay of looking at th

e N
ew

 C
ovenant. J

esus, 

d
uring th

e L
ast S

upper, spoke of a new
 covenant, w

h
ich

 is ind
eed

 new
 and

 not m
erely an 

im
proved

 ex
tension of th

e old
. (L

uke 2
2
:2

0
) In th

e sam
e w

ay, after th
e supper h

e took th
e 

cup, saying, "T
h
is cup is th

e new
 covenant in m

y b
lood

, w
h
ich

 is poured
 out for you.” H

ow
 is 

th
e new

 covenant d
ifferent from

 th
e old

? T
h
e new

 covenant is a once-and
-for-all sacrifice 

for sin w
h
ile th

e old
 covenant requires repeated

 sacrifice for sins. W
h
en J

esus spoke of th
e 

new
 covenant, H

e w
as referring to H

is b
lood

 as sh
ed

 for th
e forgiveness of our sins in place 

of th
e old

 covenant w
h
ich

 sim
ply uses th

e b
lood

 of anim
als. T

h
e old

 covenant required
 

repeated
 sacrifice for sin and

 sh
ed

d
ing of b

lood
 b

efore G
od

 w
ould

 provid
e for th

e 

forgiveness of th
e people’s  sins.  W

h
en C

h
rist d

ied
 for our sins, H

e paid
 for its d

eb
t and

 

satisfied
 G

od
's d

ivine justice com
pletely. T

h
is is m

y b
lood

 of th
e covenant, w

h
ich

 is poured
 

out for m
any for th

e forgiveness of sins.  

 W
h
en C

h
rist d

ied
 for our sins, H

e paid
 for its d

eb
t and

 satisfied
 G

od
's d

ivine justice 

com
pletely. T

h
ere is no need

 for us to continually offer sacrifices for our sins b
y punish

ing 

ourselves.  H
eb

rew
s 10

:14
 b

ecause b
y one sacrifice h

e (ie J
esus) h

as m
ad

e perfect forever  

th
ose w

h
o are b

eing m
ad

e h
oly. (N

IV
)  H

eb
rew

s 9
:2

8
 so C

h
rist w

as sacrificed
 once to take 

aw
ay th

e sins of m
any people; and

 h
e w

ill appear a second
 tim

e, not to b
ear sin, b

ut to b
ring 

salvation to th
ose w

h
o are w

aiting for h
im

. (N
IV

)  

 J
oh

n 19
:3

0
 (N

IV
) W

h
en h

e h
ad

 received
 th

e d
rink, J

esus said
, "It is finish

ed
." W

ith
 th

at, 

h
e b

ow
ed

 h
is h

ead
 and

 gave up h
is spirit.  H

eb
rew

s 10
:14

 tells us th
at “T

h
e new

 covenant 

prom
ises w

ere com
pleted

 in J
esus’ sacrifice for sin at C

alvary.”  

 In th
e Ph

arisee w
e see a conform

er.  W
anting status quo.  In J

oh
n th

e B
aptist w

e see a 

reform
er telling th

ose w
h
o h

eard
 repent th

e kingd
om

 is at h
and

.  In J
esus w

e h
ave a 



transform
er.  O

ne w
h
o transform

s us from
 one und

er th
e O

ld
 C

ovenant to one und
er th

e 

new
 covenant. 

 II. 
H

is Purpose -  N
o one puts new

 w
ine in old

 w
ineskins.  N

or d
o you patch

 old
 cloth

 

w
ith

 new
 cloth

.   

 T
h
e N

ew
 W

ine is a L
ife giving m

inistry.  It is th
e living w

ater!  T
h
e purpose of H

is com
ing 

w
as to b

ring eternal life. J
esus said

 I cam
e th

at you m
igh

t h
ave life, life m

ore ab
und

ant!  H
e 

tells us w
e m

ust “R
epent K

ingd
om

 of G
od

 is at h
and

!”  J
esus is th

e new
 C

ovenant!   T
h
is 

ab
und

ant life (th
e kingd

om
) is availab

le to each
 of us.  S

om
e teach

 th
at th

e O
ld

 C
ovenant 

w
as a covenant of d

eath
, b

ut th
e new

 is a covenant of life.  I b
elieve th

at th
is is a m

iss 

und
erstand

ing.  T
h
e O

ld
 offered

 life.  A
b
rah

am
 found

 th
is life th

rough
 faith

. T
h
e prob

lem
 

w
as not th

e covenant (G
od

) b
ut th

e people Israel.  

 In H
eb

rew
s w

e see th
e prob

lem
 w

as not th
e O

ld
 C

ovenant, b
ut th

e old
 people.  T

h
e J

ew
ish

 

nation rejected
 G

od
’s covenant.  In H

eb
rew

s 8
:8

-9
 th

e B
ib

le says th
at a tim

e w
as com

ing 

w
h
en G

od
 w

ould
 m

ake a new
 covenant. It w

ould
 not b

e like th
e one H

e h
ad

 m
ad

e w
ith

 Israel 

w
h
en H

e b
rough

t th
em

 out of E
gypt. T

h
ey (Israel) h

ad
 b

roken th
at agreem

ent, and
 turned

 

from
 it.    T

h
is is a restatem

ent of th
e proph

ecy found
 in J

erem
iah

.  

 T
h
erefore in th

e patience and
 love of G

od
, H

e send
 forth

 “b
etter covenant”, w

h
ich

 w
as in th

e 

form
 of H

is son J
esus! 

 In th
e N

ew
 C

ovenant includ
es th

e ch
urch

 (th
e kingd

om
).  Israel w

as a type or pattern for 

th
e ch

urch
 of th

e N
ew

 C
ovenant.  T

h
is is a picture of th

e ch
urch

.  T
h
e m

ystery kept secret 

from
 th

e found
ation of th

e w
orld

!   

 T
h
e C

h
urch

, th
ose “b

orn of faith
”,  th

e congregation of b
elievers, is m

etaph
orically like a new

 

w
ineskin.  T

h
e N

ew
 covenant is like new

 w
ine. S

im
ilarly, th

e S
ynagogue, th

e congregation of 

J
ew

s, is like an old
 w

ineskin. T
h
e A

b
rah

am
ic covenant, includ

ing th
e M

osaic L
aw

, is like old
 

w
ine.  

  T
h
e old

 (A
b
rah

am
ic) covenant em

ph
asized

 th
e law

, w
h
ich

 w
as to point one to C

h
rist.  T

h
e law

 

w
as a sch

oolm
aster to sh

ow
 th

e need
 and

 prom
ise of th

e M
essiah

. T
h
e N

ew
 C

ovenant is th
e 

fulfillm
ent of all th

ese prom
ises sh

ow
ing th

e love of G
od

.  G
od

 h
as not ch

anged
. H

e h
as 

alw
ays loved

 m
an.  H

is m
eth

od
 of reconciliation h

as never ch
anged

.  A
b
rah

am
 w

as saved
 b

y 

faith
, not b

y circum
cision!  Y

es b
oth

 covenants stressed
 b

oth
 love for G

od
 and

 for fellow
 

m
an.  J

esus H
im

self said
 th

ese w
ere th

e tw
o greatest com

m
and

s.  T
h
ey b

oth
 w

ere th
e 

found
ation for b

oth
 covenants!  T

h
e A

b
rah

am
ic covenant d

escrib
es th

e forest b
y telling of 

th
e trees, w

h
ereas th

e N
ew

 covenant d
escrib

es th
e trees b

y telling of th
e forest.  B

oth
 are 

pointing to th
e cross! 

 H
e w

ants our m
ind

s and
 h

earts to b
e like th

e new
 w

ine skins, w
h
ich

 can ex
pand

, b
e open and

 

read
y to receive th

e new
 w

ine of th
e H

oly S
pirit.  A

re you eager to grow
 in th

e know
led

ge?  

and
 und

erstand
ing of G

od
's w

ord
 and

 plan for your life?  

 

T
h
e parab

les of th
e "N

ew
 C

loth
 in an O

ld
 G

arm
ent" and

 "N
ew

 W
ine in O

ld
 W

ineskin" b
oth

 

h
ave th

e sam
e m

essage for us. T
h
e new

 cloth
 and

 th
e N

ew
 W

ineskins b
oth

 represent th
e 

N
ew

 T
estam

ent teach
ings of C

h
rist.  T

h
e N

ew
 G

arm
ent and

 th
e N

ew
 W

ineskin b
oth

 

represent th
e C

h
urch

 th
at J

esus estab
lish

ed
. T

h
e O

ld
 G

arm
ent and

 th
e O

ld
 B

ottle b
oth

 

represent th
e nation of Israel and

 th
e O

ld
 C

ovenant. 

 T
h
e A

b
rah

am
ic covenant includ

ing th
e M

osaic L
aw

 is like th
e old

 w
ine and

 th
e N

ew
 C

ovenant 

of C
h
rist's sh

ed
 b

lood
 is like th

e new
 w

ine. T
h
is analogy also h

old
s for a new

 patch
 on an old

 

garm
ent. J

ust as new
 w

ine b
eing poured

 into an old
 w

ineskin w
ould

 b
urst th

e old
 w

ineskins 

J
esus is saying th

is is true of th
e J

ew
ish

 religion. T
h
is is true w

ith
 th

e J
ew

ish
 religion it 

could
 not stretch

 to h
and

le th
e new

 w
ine of th

e new
 covenant.  

 T
h
e old

 w
ineskin of J

ud
aism

 could
 not contain th

e new
 truth

 and
 th

e new
 life th

at G
od

 gave 

us th
rough

 C
h
rist. T

h
e new

 w
ineskin (th

e ch
urch

) of C
h
ristianity w

as need
ed

 to contain th
e 

new
 truth

 and
 new

 life.   C
h
ristianity is not a new

 sect of J
ud

aism
. U

nd
er th

e O
ld

 C
ovenant 

th
e nation of Israel w

as th
e kingd

om
 of G

od
 w

ith
 J

eh
ovah

 living in th
e H

oly of H
olies in th

e 

tem
ple. T

od
ay und

er th
e N

ew
 C

ovenant th
e spiritual ch

urch
 is th

e kingd
om

 w
ith

 J
eh

ovah
 

living in th
e h

earts of th
e b

eliever. T
h
e m

ystery of th
e ch

urch
 is ex

plained
 b

y C
h
rist and

 it 

appears th
at Israel w

as a foresh
ad

ow
 of th

e ch
urch

.    
 T
h
e tw

o covenants are very m
uch

 alike, yet very d
ifferent. J

esus said
 th

at H
e d

id
 not com

e 

to ab
olish

 th
e "L

aw
" th

e old
 covenant b

ut to fulfill it. T
h
e N

ew
 C

ovenant is th
at fulfillm

ent, 

progressive, new
, m

ore com
plete revelation of J

esus. B
oth

 h
ave th

e h
eart or intent to b

e to 

love G
od

 and
 love m

an. B
oth

 are sch
oolm

asters to teach
 us ab

out J
esus. 

 J
esus cam

e not to ab
olish

 th
e L

aw
 b

ut to fulfill it. In H
eb

rew
s 8

:5
-6

 th
e B

ib
le tells us th

e 

w
ork of th

e priests (tem
ple and

 sacrifice) w
as a sh

ad
ow

 of th
ings in h

eaven. A
nd

 th
at th

e 

w
ork of J

esus is m
uch

 greater th
an th

e w
ork of th

e priests. A
lso th

at th
e N

ew
 C

ovenant is 

b
ased

 on b
etter prom

ises th
an th

e O
ld

.  A
s a sh

ad
ow

 or picture th
e L

aw
 sh

ow
s b

oth
 th

e 

ch
aracter of G

od
 and

 th
e sinfulness of m

an. S
h
ow

s our need
 for a S

avior! 

  T
h
e N

ew
 T

estam
ent is a fulfillm

ent of th
e O

ld
. Y

et th
ere are som

e new
 revealed

 truth
s in 

th
e N

ew
 T

estam
ent th

ere w
ere not visib

le (w
ere a m

ystery) in th
e O

ld
. O

ne of th
ese is th

e 

w
ork of th

e H
oly S

pirit. J
esus w

ants our m
ind

s and
 h

earts to b
e like th

e new
 w

ineskins to 

b
e open and

 read
y to receive th

e new
 w

ine of th
e H

oly S
pirit. In J

erem
iah

 w
e saw

 th
e 

prom
ise of th

e new
 covenant.   

 H
eb

rew
s 10

:14
 F

or b
y one offering h

e h
ath

 perfected
 forever th

em
 th

at are sanctified
. 

(K
J
V
) 

  H
eb

rew
s 9

: 2
8
 S

o C
h
rist w

as once offered
 to b

ear th
e sins of m

any; and
 unto th

em
 th

at 

look for h
im

 sh
all h

e appear th
e second

 tim
e w

ith
out sin unto salvation (K

J
V
).  

 T
h
e O

ld
 T

estam
ent estab

lish
ed

 th
e J

ew
ish

 nation and
 faith

 w
h
ere th

e N
ew

 T
estam

ent 

estab
lish

ed
 th

e C
h
ristian faith

 (th
e ch

urch
). Israel w

as a picture of th
e C

h
urch

.  T
h
e 



A
b
rah

am
ic covenant, includ

ing th
e M

osaic L
aw

 is consid
ered

 th
e old

 w
ine.  Y

et w
e see in th

e 

prom
ises to A

b
rah

am
 th

e N
ew

 C
ovenant and

 th
e people of faith

 (C
h
urch

).  
 J
ud

aism
 and

 C
h
ristianity are not incom

patib
le (b

oth
 w

ere from
 G

od
). J

ud
aism

 w
as a stepping 

stone to C
h
ristianity. T

h
e O

ld
 T

estam
ent or O

ld
 C

ovenant w
ere sym

b
olic or types of th

e 

new
. B

ib
lical truth

s are spiritual. T
h
ese are tim

eless truth
s th

at apply to all tim
e. J

esus d
id

 

not com
e to d

o aw
ay w

ith
 th

e L
aw

.  H
e cam

e to fulfill th
e L

aw
 and

 to "fill it full."  J
esus 

said
, " [17

] T
h
ink not th

at I am
 com

e to d
estroy th

e law
, or th

e proph
ets: I am

 not com
e to 

d
estroy, b

ut to fulfil. [18
] F

or verily I say unto you, T
ill h

eaven and
 earth

 pass, one jot or 

one tittle sh
all in no w

ise pass from
 th

e law
, till all b

e fulfilled
." (K

J
V
)  

 T
h
e spiritual truth

s of J
ud

aism
 are still in effect in C

h
ristianity.  Y

et th
ere are som

e th
ings 

th
at w

ere true in th
e O

ld
 C

ovenant th
at w

ere fulfilled
 (not ab

olish
ed

) in th
e N

ew
 C

ovenant. 

O
ne of th

ese is th
e sacrificial system

. J
esus' sacrifice--h

is d
eath

 on th
e cross--is for all 

tim
e and

 d
oes aw

ay (fulfills) w
ith

 th
e O

ld
 T

estam
ent sacrificial system

.  T
h
e sacrifice of 

anim
als in th

e O
ld

 T
estam

ent w
as a type (picture) of th

e real sacrifice of J
esus.  M

uch
 of 

th
e O

ld
 C

ovenant is a type, a sh
ad

ow
, a picture of th

e N
ew

 C
ovenant.   

 A
n ex

am
ple of a spiritual truth

 is th
e d

octrine of th
e Im

puted
 R

igh
teousness. T

h
is w

as 

sh
ow

n in th
e sacrifice on th

e d
ay of A

tonem
ent for th

e J
ew

ish
 nation.  T

h
is truth

 for th
e 

b
eliever is in th

e sacrifice of J
esus H

is righ
teousness is im

puted
 to us. T

h
e O

ld
 T

estam
ent 

saints w
ere m

ad
e righ

teous or J
ustified

 b
y F

aith
, th

e sam
e w

ay people are justified
 tod

ay. 

T
h
ey w

ere looking forw
ard

 to th
e prom

ised
 M

essiah
 (th

e cross), just like w
e look b

ack to 

th
e cross. G

od
 w

ill continue to b
e our righ

teousness th
rough

out eternity. J
ust like th

e 

nation of Israel w
ere ph

ysical d
escend

ents of A
b
rah

am
, w

e th
e b

elievers are spiritual 

d
escend

ents of A
b
rah

am
. 

 T
h
e follow

ing is som
e of th

e contrast b
etw

een th
e sh

ad
ow

s of th
e O

ld
 C

ovenant fulfilled
 in 

th
e N

ew
: 

  
O

ld
 C

ovenant 
 

N
ew

 C
ovenant 

  
Israel 

 
 

C
h
urch

 

 
Passover lam

b
 

 
C
h
rist 

 
B
lood

 of anim
als 

b
lood

 of C
h
rist 

 
S
ab

b
ath

 R
est 

 
R
est in C

h
rist 

 
C
loud

/fire 
 

H
oly S

pirit 

 
T
em

ple  
 

b
od

y of a b
eliever 

 
H

igh
 priest 

 
C
h
rist 

 
L
aw

 
 

 
G
race – love G

od
 &

 m
an 

  O
ld

 h
as passed

 aw
ay – b

eh
old

 all th
ings are new

 

 V
eil ripped

 – no m
ore anim

al sacrifices – no longer h
igh

 priest – tem
ple  

 

M
atth

ew
 9

:17
; M

ark 2
:2

2
; and

 L
uke 5

:3
7
-3

8
. 

 II
I. 

H
is Position   - to th

e J
ew

 one of rejection         

“ N
o one d

rinks old
 w

ine w
ants th

e new
 

 (3
9
) N

o m
an also h

aving d
runk old

 w
ine straigh

tw
ay d

esireth
 new

: for h
e saith

, T
h
e old

 is 

b
etter. (K

J
V
) 

 T
h
is is a picture of th

e rejection of C
h
rist b

y th
e J

ew
s.  T

o th
e J

ew
 C

h
rist w

as th
e 

stum
b
ling stone. T

o th
e C

h
urch

 C
h
rist is th

e found
ation stone.  In th

e parab
le of th

e 

B
rid

egroom
 w

e see J
esus as th

e suffering servant, b
ut also in R

evelation w
e see H

im
 as th

e 

K
ing of K

ings, L
ord

 of lord
s.  

 L
et it suffice th

at th
e old

er garm
ent is ad

equate to it's w
earer and

 th
e new

er cloth
 can b

e 

m
ad

e into a fine garm
ent for it's w

earer. S
im

ilarly, just as th
e old

er w
ine is preferred

 b
y 

th
e m

ature palate, so th
e A

b
rah

am
ic covenant is preferred

 b
y th

e trad
itional S

ynagogue. 

T
h
is is also true to th

e new
 C

h
ristian convert, th

e old
 lifestyle is easier. It takes th

e act of 

th
e w

ill und
er th

e pow
er of th

e S
pirit to b

reak aw
ay and

 b
e transform

ed
 in to C

h
rist's 

likeness. 
 In h

is parab
olic illustration of T

h
e N

ew
 and

 O
ld

 W
ine, J

esus teach
es us th

at th
e J

ew
s w

ere 

satisfied
 w

ith
 J

ud
aism

 and
 d

id
 not w

ant C
h
ristianity.  H

um
an b

eings are creatures of h
ab

it 

and
 resist ch

ange of any kind
, good

 or b
ad

.    H
ow

ever, th
ere is m

ore th
an m

ere resistance 

to ch
ange involved

 h
ere.  M

any of th
e J

ew
ish

 religious lead
ers w

ere rejecting  C
h
rist and

  

h
is  new

  revelation.  T
h
ey w

ere also refusing to accept spiritual ligh
t th

at th
e G

od
 of Israel 

w
as trying to sh

ed
 on O

ld
 T

estam
ent scriptures.  T

h
e O

ld
 T

estam
ent w

as a picture (sh
ad

ow
) 

of th
e N

ew
 T

estam
ent w

h
ile th

e N
ew

 is a clearer picture of th
e O

ld
. 

 M
any of th

e J
ew

ish
 religious lead

ers  w
ere  rejecting  C

h
rist and

  h
is  new

  revelation.  T
h
ey 

w
ere also refusing to accept spiritual ligh

t th
at th

e G
od

 of Israel w
as trying to sh

ed
  on  

O
ld

 T
estam

ent scriptures. 
 W

e are now
 living in th

e com
a of Isaiah

 6
1:1-2

, b
etw

een th
e acceptab

le d
ay of th

e L
ord

, and
 

th
e d

ay of vengeance. T
h
e B

rid
egroom

 is com
ing are you read

y? A
re you w

earing H
is w

h
ite 

rob
e w

ash
ed

 in H
is b

lood
 of th

e new
 covenant? 

 C
onclusion 

 
S
eek lost  - cam

e to h
eal th

e sick 

 T
h
e N

ew
 C

ovenant is: 

 

a) 
D
ivine M

inistry – from
 G

od
 T

o seek and
 save th

e lost – to estab
lish

 th
e kingd

om
 

 

b
) 

D
ifferent M

inistry – grace N
ot w

orks  

 
C
ircum

cision 
tem

ple – h
oly spirit – priest – Israel/ C

h
urch

 

 R
om

ans – A
b
rah

am
 saved

 b
y faith

 – all of Israel not Israel 

 



c) 
D
elegated

 M
inistry – go and

 tell 

 M
ystery of C

h
rist crucifix

ion – ch
urch

 - concealed
 sense found

ation of w
orld

 

  
col 1:2

6
  

1 C
or 2

:7
-8

 

  
m

ystery of C
h
rist in you, th

e h
ope of glory 

  
J
oh

n 3
  

m
ust b

e “b
orn again” 

 D
o not try to live your new

 life w
ith

 your old
.  W

h
en you invite J

esus into your life, H
e d

oes 

not d
o a partial job

 of patch
ing up your life. H

e turns you into a totally new
 creation. (2

 C
or 

5
:17

) T
h
erefore, if anyone is in C

h
rist, h

e is a new
 creation; th

e old
 h

as gone th
e new

 h
as 

com
e!  

 W
e m

ust not h
ind

er G
od

's effort to turn us into a new
 creation b

y trying to live our new
 life 

alongsid
e our old

 one. L
et us seriously ex

am
ine our life to see w

h
ich

 aspects are not 

consistent w
ith

 th
e life of a C

h
ristian. W

e m
ust get rid

 of all sins th
at G

od
 b

rings to our 

attention. It is no use if w
e serve G

od
 faith

fully in ch
urch

 and
 w

itness to our friend
s if w

e 

continue to h
old

 on to secret sins in our lives. L
ike th

e parab
le, th

e inconsistency w
ill eat us 

up.  

  S
om

eb
od

y once said
 th

at a C
h
ristian w

h
o h

as sin in h
is life is th

e m
ost m

iserab
le person 

possib
le. A

 C
h
ristian w

h
o lives h

is life righ
t is w

alking in th
e joy of h

is salvation. A
 non-

C
h
ristian th

at continually sins m
ay not b

e as m
iserab

le as h
e is not living h

is life 

inconsistently. T
h
ere is no inner voice to m

ake h
im

 guilty. B
ut a C

h
ristian w

h
o d

elib
erately 

h
old

s on to sin h
as so m

uch
 inconsistency in h

im
 th

at h
e b

ecom
es so m

iserab
le. Paul tells us 

of th
is m

isery w
h
en h

e w
rites:  

 (R
om

 7
:2

4
-2

5
) {2

4
} W

h
at a w

retch
ed

 m
an I am

!  W
h
o w

ill rescue m
e from

 th
is b

od
y of 

d
eath

?    V
2
5
  - J

esus, J
esus, J

esus 

 L
et's h

eed
 to J

esus' w
arning in th

is parab
le. D

o not let th
e new

 cloth
 tear us up b

y our not 

giving up our old
 lifestyle.  D

o not try to live your new
 life w

ith
 your old

. W
h
en you invite 

J
esus into your life, H

e d
oes not d

o a partial job
 of patch

ing up your life. H
e turns you into 

a totally new
 creation.  J

ust like th
e J

ew
ish

 converts need
ed

 to b
e aw

are of th
e d

anger of 

m
ix

ing J
ew

ish
 rites w

ith
 th

e C
h
ristian faith

, new
 converts tod

ay need
 to not m

ix
 C

h
ristian 

faith
 w

ith
 pagan th

ough
t and

 actions. W
e are new

 creations and
 th

e old
 h

as passed
 aw

ay, 

b
eh

old
 all th

ings are new
! (2

 C
or 5

:17
) T

h
erefore, if anyone is in C

h
rist, h

e is a new
 creation; 

th
e old

 h
as gone th

e new
 h

as com
e!  

 It w
as a w

ond
er of h

is grace th
at h

e cam
e to call sinners to repentance, and

 to assure th
em

 

of pard
on. It w

as a w
ond

er of h
is grace, th

at h
e so patiently b

ore th
e contrad

iction of 

sinners against h
im

self and
 h

is d
isciples. 

  

D
o you h

ave new
 life? 

 

A
re you sh

aring it? 

 H
ave you m

issed
 H

is first com
ing? 

H
ave you stum

b
led

 over th
e stum

b
ling stone? 

D
o you feel th

at C
h
rist sh

ould
 not m

inister to th
e d

ow
n and

 outers? 

 


